08. Maharshis Visit
Sri, Venkatachala

After narrating the story and glory of Sri Venkates"
wara, Sootha advised his listeners to visit the sacred hill, and do
homage to  Sri Venkateswara.  ^All of yon visit  the hilL
Bathe in the sacred waters of the teerthas there. Circum-
ambulate the hill. Climb it. Bathe in  the Swami Pushkarini^
following the rituals. Go round the Vimana, by seeing which all
your sins will b3 liquidated, and you will be happy. Visit the
shrine of Lord Bhuvaraha. Pay reverence to Lord Venkateswara.
Sing his praise. Recite his names. Worship him with lotus flowers.
You will get your desires fulfilled" instructed, Sootha. All the
sages, Bharadwaja, Kausika, Jabali, Pulahastha, Pulasthya,
Gouthama, Angeera^a, D^svala^ Kanva, Mrikanda and many others
proceeded on pilgrimage shouting loudly "Govinda, Govinda^
time and again. They crossed the Rivers Gouthami and Krishna-
veni, after having holy dips in them. They reached Venkatachala,
which was covered by lovely trees, sacred teerthas and inhabited
by beautiful birds. They followed the instructions of  Sootha
scrupulously and began to pay obeisance to Sri Venkateswara
On their way they saw lofty hills, with gems. Some sages sang m
ecstasy. Some danced in rapture. Some chanted Samaveda. All
prayed* Every one was excited with joy. They fell,  and got up.
Slowly they went round the hill. They bathed in the Kapih
teertha and saluted Siva- Then they ascended the holy hill. They
saw the sacred Vimana. They bathed in tne Swami Pushkarini and
paid reverence to Lord LakshmipathL The Lord was shining-'with